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Mall, a priceless space, I am reintroducing the 
National Mall Revitalization and Designation 
Act. Until the Trust for the National Mall was 
established in 2007, the National Mall was 
Washington’s most neglected and underuti-
lized federal property, despite being well- 
known and treasured. The Trust for the Na-
tional Mall is already making a noteworthy and 
important difference, and its plan will give the 
Mall the majesty it deserves. In the meantime, 
there is much that can be done, from defining 
the Mall’s official identity for the first time to 
adding low-cost basic amenities. My bill au-
thorizes the National Capital Planning Com-
mission (NCPC) to expand the boundaries of 
the Mall where commemorative works may be 
located, requires NCPC to study the com-
memorative works process, and requires the 
Secretary of the Interior to submit a plan with-
in 180 days of passage to Congress to en-
hance visitor enjoyment, amenities and cul-
tural experiences on the Mall. 

I worked closely with NCPC and other agen-
cies in drafting the bill. The bill would give 
NCPC the responsibility and necessary flexi-
bility to designate Mall areas for commemora-
tive works and, for the first time, to expand the 
official Mall area when appropriate to accom-
modate future commemorative works and cul-
tural institutions. 

In addition, tourists and workers downtown 
should be able to walk to the Mall and find at-
tractive tables and chairs in the shade where 
good—not fast—food is available. Residents 
of the city and region should be able to find 
space for fun and games on the Mall, beyond 
the space between Third Street and the Lin-
coln Memorial. 

Bordered by world-class cultural institutions, 
the Mall need not continue to be reduced to a 
mere lawn with a few—too few—old, ordinary 
benches and a couple of fast food stands until 
the expansive work of the Trust for the Na-
tional Mall is completed. The plan by the Sec-
retary of the Interior required by the bill would 
ensure chairs and tables for people who bring 
lunch to the Mall and the presence of cultural 
amenities. The NPS has my thanks for imple-
menting and indeed sponsoring the part of the 
bill that calls for cultural amenities with Lunch-
time Music on the Mall, which begins today. 
Lunchtime Music on the Mall is a good start to 
bringing the Mall alive during the workday. 
With the necessary imagination, making the 
Mall an inviting place with cultural and other 
amenities is achievable now. 

The NCPC is well on its way to meeting the 
bill’s requirement for an expansive, 21st-cen-
tury definition of the Mall, particularly now that 
the Trust for the National Mall is doing such 
important work. Frustrated by continually fight-
ing off proposals for new monuments, muse-
ums, and memorials on the already-crowded 
Mall space, I asked the NCPC to devise a 
Mall presentation plan. In 2003, Congress 
amended the Commemorative Works Act to 
create a reserve area—a no-build zone where 
new memorials may not be built. This action 
was helpful in quelling some but by no means 
all of the demand from groups for placement 
of commemorative works on what they view 
as the Mall. 

However, recognizing the need for more 
commemorative work sites, NCPC and the 
Commission on Fine Arts (CFA) released a 
National Capital Framework Plan in 2009, 
which identifies sites near the Mall that are 
suitable for new commemorative works, in-

cluding East Potomac Park, the Kennedy Cen-
ter Plaza, and the new South Capitol gateway. 
Five new prestigious memorials are scheduled 
for such sites, including the Eisenhower Me-
morial and the U.S. Air Force Memorial. I ap-
preciate that NCPC and the CFA work closely 
with the District of Columbia in designating off- 
Mall sites for new commemorative works. The 
District welcomes the expanded Mall into our 
local neighborhoods to increase the number of 
tourists who visit them, enhancing the work of 
the District of Columbia government and local 
organizations such as Cultural Tourism that 
offer tours of historic District neighborhoods. 
The off-Mall sites for commemorative works 
also complement development of entirely new 
neighborhoods near the Mall, particularly with 
the passage of my bills that are redeveloping 
both the Southwest and Southeast water-
fronts. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1735) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2016 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense 
and for military construction, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes: 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chair, I want to first 
thank the Chairman, the Ranking Member, 
and the committee staff for their hard work 
and effort that the bill before us represents. I 
particularly want to express my sincere thanks 
to Chairman WILSON and the members of the 
Emerging Threats and Capabilities sub-
committee for what I believe are very fine con-
tributions to the final bill. These initiatives span 
a variety of important areas, including cyber-
space programs and authorities; technology 
transition and reauthorization of the Rapid In-
novation Program; and research, develop-
ment, and integration of advanced tech-
nologies such as railgun and directed energy. 
Also included in this legislation are critical pro-
visions that address Special Operations, 
Counter-Terrorism, and Unconventional War-
fare, including increasing Congressional over-
sight of sensitive operations, and the threats 
posed at home and abroad by weapons of 
mass destruction. 

I also applaud the bill’s investment in criti-
cally important undersea capabilities such as 
the peerless Virginia-class submarines, the 
Virginia Payload Module, the recapitalization 
of our national deterrent through the Ohio Re-
placement Program, and cutting-edge autono-
mous and unmanned systems. 

These provisions demonstrate a shared, bi-
partisan commitment to the defense of our na-
tion and support for our troops. 

However, as we move forward with this bill, 
I note with great concern that it reflects a 
budget approach that locks in sequestration 
and severs that critical link between our na-
tional and economic security. I’m sure that 

dedicated public servants fighting organized 
crime at the Department of Justice, combatting 
terrorist financing mechanisms at the Treas-
ury, or securing our borders and defending our 
critical infrastructure in cyberspace at Home-
land Security would be shocked indeed to find 
out that what they did wasn’t a matter of na-
tional security. One could just as soon tell the 
brilliant scientists and engineers at our na-
tional labs, or the teachers educating future 
generations that what they do isn’t important 
to the future competitiveness of our nation. 
National security is not just tanks, ships, and 
airplanes. 

The one-year nature of the approach in the 
bill is a flagrant abuse of a system designed 
to fund incremental and unpredictable costs of 
overseas operations, not to get around politi-
cally difficult votes for Members of Congress. 
It’s bad management and worse policy; it 
doesn’t live up to our commitment to the 
troops; it undermines our capability to conduct 
long-term strategy; and worst of all, it sets us 
up to have yet another round of budgeting by 
brinksmanship in a matter of months. Ducking 
debates is not why our constituents sent us 
here. 

While I support the important policy meas-
ures contained in the bill, and I ultimately sup-
port its passage, it is so unfortunate that the 
one piece of legislation that has historically 
been the pinnacle of bipartisanship and one of 
the last vestiges of regular order has been 
taken hostage by a refusal to address the 
Budget Control Act. I applaud the bill’s rec-
ognition that the President’s budget accurately 
reflects the level of investment needed, but 
that is true across all departments and all of 
the elements of national power that together 
make the United States great. Let’s take that 
realization to its logical conclusion and use the 
seeds of bipartisanship that the Armed Serv-
ices Committee has worked so hard to pre-
serve to build a long-term agreement that can 
finally unshackle us from the tyranny of budg-
etary uncertainty. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
WICONISCO HIGH SCHOOL ALUM-
NI ASSOCIATION ON THE OCCA-
SION OF ITS 65TH CONSECUTIVE 
ANNUAL REUNION 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 19, 2015 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Wiconisco High School 
Alumni Association for exceptional civic activ-
ism—past and present—as reflected by the 
fact that the Association is hosting a 65th an-
nual reunion. The Association has met every 
year since its first meeting in 1951 and has 
demonstrated a remarkable commitment to its 
members and the larger community. While the 
Wiconisco district designation no longer exists, 
the Alumni Association has remained dedi-
cated to serving the redrawn district and the 
needs of its students. 

When Wiconisco merged into the Williams 
Valley School District in 1965, the alumni did 
not lose their focus or commitment. Over the 
decades, the Wiconisco High School Alumni 
Association has supported the Williams Valley 
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